
Meeting the needs of today. Building hope for tomorrow.

AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER

HOC Family, 
 
As we prepare to send our kids back to school this fall, I’m reminded of how
much courage it takes for a child to step into a new classroom, meet a new
teacher, or walk into a whole new school. 
 
Stepping into the unknown takes faith. In Isaiah 6:8, the Lord asks, “Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?” Isaiah courageously answers, “Here am I. Send
me!” 
 
At House of the Carpenter, we are sent every day to fulfill our mission:

Meeting the Needs of Today: Providing food through our pantry, utility
assistance, and direct support for unhoused neighbors.
Building Hope for Tomorrow: Empowering lives through recovery
initiatives, partnerships with Madison, and transformative after-school
programs. 
 

As we head into this new school year, I want to thank everyone who stands with
us, and invite you to step out in faith alongside us once again. Click the Donate
Today button below or mail a check to support our daily operations. 
 
When the Lord calls us to serve our neighbors in need, may we answer together:
“Here we are, Lord. Send us!” 
 
Blessings,
Dr. Bill Wendell
Executive Director

PROVIDING HOPE THROUGH 
 OUR FOOD PANTRY

When unexpected hardships make it
difficult to put food on the table, our
Food Pantry is there. We serve
families, seniors, grandparents raising
grandchildren, individuals facing
homelessness, and neighbors
navigating difficult circumstances.

More than food, we provide hope, dignity, and the reminder that no one has
to face hard times alone.

DANCE ME A STORY
Our annual Dance Me A
Story class with Miss Cheryl
Pompeo was a wonderful
experience for our young
dancers! 

The event began with a
story reading, followed by
an opportunity for students
to refresh their ballet skills
and learn new
choreography. They had the
chance to showcase their
creativity and talent for
their families, making for a
fun and memorable
experience for everyone. 

We’re excited to welcome
Miss Cheryl back for her
weekly ballet classes this
fall.

CREATING MOMENTS THAT MATTER
At The House of the Carpenter, our youth and teen programs are about so much
more than activities. They create opportunities for children to explore, learn,
build confidence, make friendships, and discover new possibilities.

This summer, Pathways to
Success participants turned an
unexpected change of plans
into an exciting opportunity to
visit The Wilds and learn about
animal conservation. At
Carpenter Kids Day Camp,
children spent their days
building friendships, trying
new things, and connecting
with caring adults who help
them feel seen, valued, and
supported.

These experiences may seem like simple moments, but they can leave a lasting
impact. With the support of our volunteers and generous donors, we’re helping
young people create memories, discover their potential, and know they belong. 
 
That’s the impact of investing in our children and teenagers.

2026-2027 YOUTH PROGRAMS  
 BEGIN THIS SEPTEMBER

You can sign up
here:

Register Today

All programs are held at
the Toni & Nancy Bedway
Center for Youth, run
through Thanksgiving, and
resume in January through
April. 
 
Watch our Facebook page
for information.

The House of the Carpenter is excited to welcome
students back for another year of free youth
programming! Registration is open now.  

This fall, families can look forward to:
Ballet (Grades 1-5) - Begins September 24
and meets Thursdays from 6:00-7:00 PM.
Guitar (Grades 3-12) - Begins September 22
with 30-minute lessons on Tuesdays
between 2:30-6:00 PM. Students are
provided a guitar for the program and may
have the opportunity to keep it upon
successful completion.
Archery (Grades 3-12) - Begins September
22 on Tuesdays:

Grades 6-12: 3:30-4:15 PM
Grades 3-5: 4:30-5:15 PM

YOUR GIFT TODAY BUILDS
HOPE FOR TOMORROW
As summer winds down and a new school year begins, the needs in our
community continue. At the House of the Carpenter, your generosity helps
provide food, education, emergency assistance, support, and hope to children,
families, and individuals throughout our community. Your gift turns compassion
into action.

Whether you give once or give monthly, your support helps meet the needs of
today and build hope for tomorrow.

Consider including the House of the Carpenter in your estate planning or designating us
as a beneficiary for mandatory IRA disbursements. To learn more about leaving a
legacy with the HOC, please contact Rev. Dr. Bill Wendell, Executive Director, at
(304) 233-4640 or bwendell@houseofthecarpenter.com.

Thank you for investing in our neighbors and the future of our community.

DONATE TODAY
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Meeting the needs of today. Building hope for tomorrow.

SEPTEMBER 2026 NEWSLETTER

HOC Family, 

In 2 Corinthians 9:7, Paul reminds us that “God loves a cheerful giver.” The
original Greek word for cheerful is hilaros - the root of our English word
hilarious. Think about the pure, infectious joy of laughing at a hilarious joke.
That is the exact energy God invites us to bring to His mission!

At House of the Carpenter, we see that joy every single day by:
Meeting Needs Today: Through our food pantry, thrift store, and basic needs
ministries.
Building Hope Tomorrow: Through our youth programs, recovery support,
and community outreach.

God calls us to give as He gives: generously, joyfully, and by the world’s
standards, hilariously. Stand with us today and give hilariously to support our
neighbors in need!

In Christ,
Bill Wendell

MORE THAN A FRESH LOOK

When funding cuts left many local families without school clothing assistance,
The House of the Carpenter responded through A Fresh Look for School. Students
received two new outfits and a pair of shoes, including one young boy who
proudly chose his very first pair of tennis shoes. With the support of our donors
and community partners, families left with more than clothing; they left feeling
supported, connected, and hopeful for the school year ahead.

YOUTH PROGRAMS ARE UNDERWAY

During our Spring Break Sports Camp this past March, several students excitedly
recognized the House of the Carpenter as the place that packs their weekend
backpack meals. Two girls were especially eager to share with Haddae Lavezza
which snacks they enjoyed most. Inspired by their enthusiasm, Haddae jokingly
named them the “official backpack testing committee” and invited them to help
sample new snack ideas for future meal bags.

 During lunch on the second day of camp, the girls proudly participated in an
official taste test, sharing their feedback and favorites. It was a simple moment,
but a meaningful reminder of how important it is for children to feel seen,
heard, and included in the programs and services designed to support them.

That same spirit carries into the House of the Carpenter’s youth programs, where
children and teens are given opportunities to learn, grow, build confidence, make
friends, and discover new interests in a safe and supportive environment.

Our free 2026-2027 youth programs are officially underway
at the Toni & Nancy Bedway Center for Youth!

This fall, students are participating in: 

 Ballet: Grades 1-5 | Thursdays, 6:00-7:00 PM
 Guitar: Grades 3-12 | Tuesdays, 2:30-6:00 PM (by appointment)
 Archery: Grades 3-12 | Tuesdays

• Grades 6-12: 3:30-4:15 PM
• Grades 3-5: 4:30-5:15 PM 

Programs run through Thanksgiving and resume in January through April.

LEARN MORE OR REGISTER HERE

Have questions? Contact Children & Youth Development Coordinator Haddae
Lavezza at hlavezza@houseofthecarpenter.com.

CHRISTMAS KIDS 2026

People who want to contribute but are
not able to handle a full sponsorship
may support this initiative by donating
brand new items to the HOC which will
be provided to children in need. We
can never have enough board games,
sports balls for all ages, stuffed
animals, art supplies, and journals.
Donors are also encouraged to
purchase items using our Amazon Wish
List and have their items shipped
directly to us using the shipping
information provided on the site.

Our staff is hard at work preparing for
the Christmas season! We are excited
to help many families enjoy this
blessed time of year.

To register as a sponsor, please click
here to complete our online form:

What Participants Need to Know:
Space is limited. Applications will
be accepted until capacity is
reached.
Applications can only be made in
person, not online.
Application dates are scheduled
for October 13th, 15th, 20th, and
22nd from 9 AM to 2 PM only in
the HOC Gym.
Stay tuned to our social media
channels for specific
requirements to apply.

For more information, please call the House of the Carpenter’s information desk
at 304-233-4640 or email ChristmasKids@houseofthecarpenter.com.

YOUR GIFT TODAY BUILDS
HOPE FOR TOMORROW
As a new season begins and children settle into a new school year, the needs of our
neighbors continue year-round. At the House of the Carpenter, your generosity helps
provide food, education, emergency assistance, support, and hope to individuals
and families throughout our community.

Whether you give once or make a monthly commitment, your support allows the House
of the Carpenter to continue being there when our neighbors need us most.

You can also make a lasting impact by including the House of the Carpenter in your
estate planning or designating us as a beneficiary for mandatory IRA disbursements. To
learn more about leaving a legacy with the HOC, please contact Rev. Dr. Bill Wendell,
Executive Director, at (304) 233-4640 or bwendell@houseofthecarpenter.com.

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors, strengthen our community, and
build hope for the future.

WEST VIRGINIA NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT PROGRAM (NIP) TAX CREDITS ARE
LIMITED AND AVAILABLE ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS. 

This program is for donors who give $500 or more in a single gift and pay West
Virginia personal or corporate income tax. Please contact Bill Wendell with any
questions.

DONATE TODAY
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